
Hol� Famil� Schoo�
Grad� 7 Summer Readin� Assignmen�

Dear Families,

Welcome to 7th Grade! In preparation for your child’s arrival into the 7th grade ELA class
I have prepared a 2 part summer reading assignment.  Students will be responsible for
completing both pieces of the assignment and bringing it with them during the first full week of
school in September. Please see below for an outline of the full assignment.

Part 1: Students will read 1 required book and answer the attached set of comprehension
questions.  Please be advised that students will be tested on this book during the first full week
of classes in September.

The 7th Grade required reading book is Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick

Part 2: Students will choose one of the books listed below to read and complete the attached
graphic organizer.  They will use the completed graphic organizer to assist them in an in-class
project when we return to school in September.

List of Choice Reading Books:
Canyons by Gary Paulson

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli
Travel Team by Mike Lupica

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander
Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke

Flygirl by Sherri L. Smith

Additionally, we are strongly recommending that students maintain their 30-40 minutes per
week of i-Ready throughout the summer.  Students should complete that recommended time in
both reading and math each week.

Feel free to reach out to me with any questions or concerns to my school email
ekerr5577@hfsli.org.  I will be checking my emails once a week during the summer so please
allow for a slightly longer time than usual in order to reply.

Have a great summer and happy reading!

Ms. Kerr

mailto:ekerr5577@hfsli.org


Freak the Mighty: Comprehension Questions

Directions: Respond to each of the following questions in complete sentences. Please be sure
to proofread your work for spelling and grammatical mistakes. You may either type or handwrite
these questions on a separate piece of paper.

1. Who is telling the story? What was the nickname given to him in daycare?
2. What opinion do you think Max has of himself as the story begins? Why do you think he

feels this way?
3. With whom does Max live? Why?
4. Who moves into Max’s neighborhood? How does Max know him?
5. Why does Max go over to Kevin’s backyard? (pg12)
6. Why does Gram come to Max’s room?
7. What is it about Max that startles Gwen when she first sees him?
8. Why does Max feel that everyone thinks it’s a “big deal” that he looks like his father?
9. Why does Max put Kevin on his shoulders on the 4th of July? How does Kevin react to

this?
10. After the police help the boys out of the pond, what name does Kevin give them?
11. What do Kevin and Max each gain by being Freak the Mighty?
12. Why are Max and Kevin allowed to be in the same classes at school? What kind of

classes has Max been in,  in the past?
13. Two big events occur on Friday the 13th. Describe what happens to Max and to Kevin on

this date.
14. How is Max treated by his father? What does this indicate about Killer Kane?
15. Who tries to rescue Max? What happens to her?
16. Who ultimately rescues Max? What was inside the squirt gun?
17. What is “walking high”?
18. What special birthday is Max celebrating? What are Max and Kevin celebrating

together?
19. What happens while Kevin is showing Grim how to play 3-D chess?
20. What does Max take with him to see Kevin in the hospital? Why do you think he brings

that object?
21. Why is Max allowed into the ICU?
22. Kevin gives Max a book of blank pages. What does he want Max to do with it? Why?
23. What does Max learn when he goes to the hospital the next morning?
24. How does Max react to Kevin’s death? Use specifics from the story.
25. How does Loretta Lee actually help Max write his story?



Choice Text: Graphic Organizer

Directions: Complete the following graphic organizer thoroughly using your knowledge of the
text. You do not need to write in complete sentences for your notes.

Novel:________________________________ By __________________________

Plot- List the major events of the story

Setting- Where and when does it occur

Characters-List both the major and minor
characters. Write notes about all of these

characters

Conflict(s)- What are the main problems?
How are they resolved?

Theme- What is the author trying to say
about the world or about life?


